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Freeholder faults plan to buy Don Bosco facility

Bv PATTY PAUGH

Scrapping construction of Sussex
untv ~ Malled judicial and adminis-
1 ve complex in Newton will emerge
- »ne ot the county's costliest blun-

i~ 4 treeholder has charged.

Nicholas Masi maintained that lit-
« it any savings would be realized b

nuving a structure at Don Bosco Col-

«ge tor $4 2 million and building a
naller courthouse i hieu of construct-
re the complex
Last month, the freeholders unan-
nously opted to pursue acquisition of
ne Don Bosco building and develop-
«nt of a 40 000-square-foot courthouse
+ High Street next to the jail, rather
sun proceeding with construction of
ne judicial and administrative com-
lex

But Mast charged last week that
n.~ approach will cost nearly $20 mil-
ar His breakdown includes $8 million
or a new courthouse, $2 million for the
nused architectural plans, $2 million
ot o parking garage he believes will be
needed and $8 mullion to buy and reno-
ate at Don Bosco.

At that rate, he said, the 30-year-
uid Don Bosco building will cost about
3200 Fer square foot to acquire and re-
“ode

1 don t think there’s a respectable
nusinessman In Sussex County who
would pay $200 a square foot or close

it tor that building. It's not worth it.”
1w ~did

But Freeholder Michael LaRose

nusted Mast was either deliberately
rasrepresenting the figures or misun-
ferstanding them He said it would cost

Masi sees little savings for Sussex
in purchase of seminary building

about $120 per square foot to buy and
renovate Don Bosco, a figure he called
well within the range of reasonable
construction costs.

For that amount of money, the
county also will am}uire 12 adjomning
acres that 1t can use for parking.

LaRose said the total package, in-
cluding the courthouse and acquisition
of Don Bosco, should cost no more than
$14 million, far less than the $30 mil-
lion the complex would have cost to
build and furnish His estimate was
based on $6 million to buy and convert
Don Bosco, $6 million for a new court-
house and $2 million for general fees
and contingencies.

Citing the advantages of the latest
building approach, LaRose said the
county will obtain office and judicial
space more quickly for less money

Freeholder Director Victor Marot-
ta reiterated his support for the coun-
ty’s new direction.

But Sussex County Administrator
Donald Cluxton said the architect’s
rough estimates of renovation costs
ranged between $1 million and $2.2
million, depending on the scope of work
done. Marotta added the cost could in-
crease to $3.1 million if the exterior of
the building is refurbished.

Masi said questions about his col-
leagues’ plans arose in his mind after
he reviewed the report of Sparta archi-

tect Richard Wilson on the cost of reno-
vating Don Bosco.

He contended Wilson determined
1t would cost $3.5 million to convert the
seminary hall and chapel to adminis-
trative office space. The county already
leases a portion of the structure.

Under the more modest plan, he
said the entire 44,000-square-foot build-
ing would be overhauled, including new
carpeting, heating, office lighting, ceil-
ings, wiring and painting.

Cluxton said the more expensive
plan also called for extensive renova-
tions to the existing gymnasium, which
would be transformed into two floors of
offices and used as a main entrance.
Under this proposal, the county would
obtain a total of 50,000 square feet of
office space in the building, he added.

The freeholders still have not de-
cided on the amount of renovations to
be undertaken in the structure.

Despite the different interpreta-
tions of the architect’s calculations,
Masi said he still would try to convince
his colleagues to proceed with develop-
ment of the judicial and administrative
complex. That project would cost the
county less money in the long run be-
cause there would be fewer facilities to
operate and lower maintenance costs,
he said.

In addition, Masi said building the

complex would accommodate all the
county’s parking needs. That structure
called for the construction of a subter-
ranean parking garage, including some
360 spaces.

But LaRose argued the county’s
new building approach would provide
abundant parking. Since the courthouse
would be smaller than the complex, he
said more cars could be parked on the
site.

Many cars that currently park
there also would be relocated to Don
Bosco because some county offices
would be shifted there, Cluxton added.
In addition, he said vacant land at Don
Bosco would provide parking for up to
500 cars.

Despite the change in the county’s
building plans, LaRose said a new
courthouse could be designed and com-
pleted within two years.

The freeholders are expected to
select an architectural firm for the
work Sept. 20.

Sussex County Bar Association
President Brian Laddey said he person-
ally supports the freeholders’ new di-
rection because they have agreed to
ﬁrovide facilities in the proposed court-

ouse needed by lawyers and the pub-
lic. But he said the bar has not yet
taken a formal stand on the new ap-
proach.

Besides building a new courthouse,
the freeholders also are considering
whether to proceed with alterations to
the vacant administration building on
High Street to include one courtroom.
The basement of the structure is ex-
?ected to be renovated to provide space
or the sheriff's department.
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By KEVIN DILWORTH

A Newark man who was recently
released from Trenton State Prison
after serving 6% years of a rape con-
viction has been arrested in Orange on
charges he made terroristic threats
against a 14-year-old girl and had sex-
ual contact with her.

Police Director Charles Cobbertt
said the suspect, Dana Braunskill of
Lanark Avenue, Newark, also is being
investigated for making threats against
at least “40 other females, aged 14 to
34" in Orange and neighboring commu-
nities.

Detective Clarence Derricott is
credited with helping arrest Braunskiil
last week, shortly after a teenager tele-
phoned the police and told authorities a
man had threatened to kill her and her
5-year-old brother if she did not have
sex with him and pose nude, Cobbertt
said.

The suspect initially telephoned
the victim Aug. 30 and identified him-
self as a radio personality from a sta-
tion in New York, according to po-
lice.

He first spoke to the victim's
younger brother to learn his name, age
and the name of an older sister, if he
indeed had one, Cobbertt explained.

When the caller learned the name
of the older sister, he asked to speak to
her, lied about his identity and told the
girl she had just won $1,000 in a radio
contest, he added.

The caller then told the victim to
receive the money she had to first give
the names, ages and telephone numbers
of three girlfriends.

Cobbertt said the girl complied,
the suspect got the information and
then told the 14-year-old she had to
pose nude for him.

When the victim refused, the sus-
pect told her the name and age of her
younger brother and vowed to kill him
and her if she did not comply with his
wishes, the police director said.

The girl, “all shook up” about the
threat, later agreed to meet the suspect

Ex-convict accused
of abusing teen girl

at Sanford and South Orange avenues
in Newark and to bring a similarly
aged girlfriend with her, Cobbertt said.

When they arrived, the pair waited
about 15 minutes until they were ap-
groached by an unidentified boy who

anded them a handwritten message,
Cobbertt said.

The message told the girl to tell
her girlfriend to leave the area so the
suspect could meet and talk with the
victim alone, he said, adding the girl
did just that and the suspect eventuall
met her alone and ordered her to wal
with him to the second floor of a nearby
house on Rockland Avenue.

According to the police director, it
was there that the suspect demanded
the girl disrobe-so he could take nude
pictures of her and have sex with her.

The suspect released the girl, Cab-
bertt continued, but a few days later te-
lephoned her at home again, made sim-
ilar threats on her life and that of her
brother and again requested she meet
him at Sanford and South Orange ave-
nues.

This time the girl notified police
and Derricott, along with Detectives
Steve Crompton and James Cullen and
Lt. Vincent Piscercia and members of
the Newark Police Department, hid in
the area and apprehended Braunskill.

The police recovered “a knife, a
straight-edge razor, a yellow sheet of
paper loaded with the names of about
40 females on it, aged 14 to 34" from
Braunskill, Cobbertt said.

“And of those 40 names,” he
added, “nine were Orange residents.
The others were from neighboring
towns.”

Cobbertt said authorities have
since learned that all of the 40 girls
and women on the Yaper had been con-
tacted by Braunskill.

In addition to the Orange glice.
the sex crimes unit of the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office is investigatiu%
Braunskill. Cobbertt said Braunskil
was released from prison five months
ago.

E. Orange shipper jailed

An East Orange businessman has
been jailed on charges that he accepted
money from customers to ship furni-
ture and other items to Jamaica in the
West Indies, and instead kept the
money and furniture for himself.

Orange Police Director Charles
Cobberttidentified the suspect as Jo-
seph Walker, 36, the operator of Sealan-
dair Shipping Inc. on South Harrison
Street, East Orange.

Walker, who lives in Plainsboro,
was arrested by East Orange police on
a complaint that he failed to return a
$4,000 truck he rented from a rental
firm in Orange, Cobbertt said.

The suspect, charged with theft of
services and theft by deception, was
being held in jail while authorities
“conduct an ongoing investigation” into

how many people paid Walker money
to ship things that never were deliv-
ered, he added.

Cobbertt said the police already
have found $6,150 worth of furniture—
originally bound for Jamaica—inside a
Bayonne warehouse where Walker rent-
ed space.

Delivery Problem?
Call The
Star-Ledger
DELIVERY
LINE
800-242-0850

(Toll-Free)

We want to help if you are hav-
ing a home delivery problem.
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Springfieid: Warehouse Qutlet
Rte 22 (opp Rayco) 201376-0206
East Brunswick: 252 Rte 18 (at intersection

of O'd Bridge Tpke ) 201 238-4440

Fairtield warehouse Outlet Route 46 (12 mi
west of The Willowbrook Mall) 201 227-9145
Linden warehouse Outlet Rtes 1and 9 (172 mi
s¢ uth nf the Linden Airport) 201-862-0273

Freshoid: Manalapan Mall, Route 9

(tirst level near Steinbach's) 201-431 8300
*Paramus: Warehouse Qutlet Rte 17N (1 mu

north of Paramus Park Mall) 201-447-0220
*Lodi: Warehouse Outlet Jc! Rtes 17 & 80

off Essex St 201-845-5880

Morris Plains. Rte 10. eastbound lane

(opp. Tomack Motor Lodge) 201-539-4420

*Closed Sunday

(in the T.J. Maxx Center. '« mile north of
The Ocean County Mall) (201)505.9111

Ocean Township: Warehouse Qutlet, Rte 35 N, 1710 ml.
s0. of Channel (4 mi so of Eatontown Circle) 201-531-6102

“My hair
deserves
the best!”

SALE 39.88

When it comes to my
hair, | never settle for
anything but the best.
That's why | decided on
the One Better® perm by
Helene Curtis. Its special
pre~'wrap k':hon givtvsrl
me longer-lasting curls,
without sacrificing :
softness. Beautiful hair
is important to me, and
thanks o One Better®

| know I'm looking

my best.

Price for longer hair
Sgpmmm'.eeopw bt -
I
Sete prices effective through
Saturday, Sept. 17th.

Styling Options.
"Com?)gte the Look”
continues. Just
¢ purchase $50 or more of
§ Fall Wardrobe Sale
merchandise and
receive 20% off regular
price salon services.

Sale merchandise affer oxpires
Saturday, October 1.

JCPenney

Waest Beit mail, Wayne
Sunday 1% 30 am-5pm ¢ 785-3287

Mall,
Sunday 12noon lo 5pm « 3614765

A N8 ANYWHERF (N THE TR STATE AREA MOST STORES FEATURE A WIDE SELECTION OF QUALITY REMNANTS AT mg%A!lNGS Foam backed carpets requite no 9

Sunday 12noon to Spm « 257 3131

-

-

ige Canter,
Sunday 11am-6pm « 636-6760

Garden State Plaza, Paramus )|
G s s R e T
Square Mall. East Brunswick Ocean County Mall, Toms River
Sunday 10am-4pm « 240-5430

I,
Sunday' 11am-5pm * 544-8645
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